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contrary, it would not ask or seek or need a single word, not even
an acknowledgment. It would be simply depositing, so to speak,
something with the Queen to which she would give as much or
as little attention as she thought proper. If and when it became in
any way practical, of course I should never dream of asking that
it should be confined to the Queen herself. As the Queen has
Parliament in her mind, I may say that it is not the subject of my
intimation. I think I have now said all that I can say with the
object, and at the same time under the very positive obligation
which I described to you. Even in the act of conversing with you,
you may remember that I expressed my reliance on your kindness
as to the full maintenance of this obligation.
Of course the word ' Private' is not as against the Queen.
1462  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
Feb. 25. 1894.
. . . The very last thing I should pray for or desire is discussion
on my notice or intimation. I should deem it wholly premature.
For this reason I contemplated a letter and one not requiring
acknowledgment.
If Her Majesty on the other hand enjoins a personal statement
which seemingly entails a day's delay of course I shall cheerfully
obey.
If I am to write, perhaps you will kindly let me know.
1463              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
BUCKINGHAM PALACE. February 26. 1894.
I could not get a very distinct message from The Queen to you
last night and indeed even now I must explain my words.
The Queen could not enter into a secret discussion with you
which might lead to misunderstandings and before speaking to
you on what you may say to her she would wish to consult other
friends.
I pointed out that in your letter yesterday you said you did not
expect her to express an opinion on what you intended to com-
municate and that you would not ask for an acknowledgment.
And I thought therefore that perhaps a brief personal interview
might be most convenient.